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SUBJECT: PRESERVATION OF US CITIZENSHIP FOR PERSONS 
REGAINING AUSTRIAN CITIZENSHIP 

1 DURING A CALL ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN ON 
NOVEMBER 14, DR. HEINRICH HAYMERLE, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF 
THE AUSTRIAN MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, DISCUSSED A 
PROBLEM WHICH HAS ARISEN OUT OF THE OPERATION OF AUSTRIA'S 
NEW 1973 LAW WHICH RESTORES AUSTRIAN CITIZENSHIP TO FORMER 
CITIZENS WHO LEFT AUSTRIA DURING THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST 
ERA FOR RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL, OR RELATED REASONS. 

NATURALIZED U.S. CITIZENS ARE FINDING THAT THEY LOSE THEIR 
U.S. CITIZENSHIP IF THEY TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS LAW. 

2. ACCORDING TO HAYMERLE, THE NEW LAW PROVIDES THAT 
AUSTRIAN CITIZENSHIP IS AUTOMATICALLY RESTORED IF THE 
FORMER CITIZEN MERELY INFORMS THE AUSTRIAN AUTHORITIES THAT 
HE IS BACK IN AUSTRIA AND RESIDING AT A CERTAIN ADDRESS. 

NO SPECIAL APPLICATION IS REQUIRED. IT IS HAYMERLE'S 
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UNDERSTANDING. HOWEVER, THAT THE US IMMIGRATION AND 
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NATURALIZATION SERVICE HAS RULED THAT EVEN THIS SIMPLE ACT 
OF NOTIFICATION IS A POSITIVE ACT WHICH CAN AFFECT THE US 
CITIZENSHIP STATUS OF NATURALIZED PERSONS. 

3. BECAUSE AUSTRIA DOES NOT WANT TO SEE THE AFFECTED 
PERSONS DEPRIVED OF THE ADVANTAGES OF DUAL CITIZENSHIP. 

HAYMERLE ASKED THE DEPARTMENT TO LOOK INTO THE POSSIBILITY 
OF INS'S APPLYING THE SAME FLEXIBLE RULING WHICH WAS 
USED WHEN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY PASSED SIMILAR 
LEGISLATION SOME YEARS AGO. HAYMERLE WAS OF THE OPINION 
THAT THE AUSTRIAN LEGISLATION IS ALMOST IDENTICAL TO THAT 
EMPLOYED IN WEST GERMANY. 

4. MR. HARTMAN AGREED TO HAVE THIS MATTER STUDIED. INGERSOLL 
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